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- LETTER from a Miniſter at the French 


Court, to his Friend in the Army, &c. 


A. M. le M. de F. A. D. S. M. T. C. &c. 


PaR1s, May 1, 1744. 


* 


Take the Liberty of informing your Excellency, having this 
lucky Opportunity of writing by your Domeſtick to the Hague, 
I that what we preſag'd is come to paſs. The Cardinal is ſupreme in 
the Land of Politicks, and all the Friends to Moderation are treated 
like Fools out of Faſhion. In ſhore, Sir, Amelot is diſgrac'd ; and 
tho' his Penſion and that of his Lady's is continued, yet the Circum- 
ſtances that attended laying him aſide are ſuch as ſhew, that it is not 
him only, but his Notions, that are thruſt out of the Cabinet. 
The Sunday after you ſet out, there was a grand Council at Ver- 
failles, in which the Three Declaracions of War were again brought 
upon the Carpet. His Eminence, inſtead of checking, encouraged 


the Motion, heard the Arguments offer'd againſt them with ſo much 


Patience, nay, with ſuch an Air of Approbation, that every one {poke 
his Mind freely; ſo that by this artful and well- timed Diſſimulation, 
and by frequently repeating, this is che laſt Debate upon the Subject, 
and all Arguments ſhould be heard, rather than a raſh Step taken, 
he drew thoſe who differ'd from him, to expoſe their Notions freely, 
and bas ſince begun to ſhew, that to differ from him is to differ with 
one's Office; ſo that for the future, ſuch only as can be filent, ot 
know how to diſguiſe their Thoughts, will be ſafe. 
Amelot, as he had conſtantly thewn a Diſpoſition to Peace rather 
than War, and a much greater Inclination to Winter Negociations 
than Summer Campaigns, enter'd freely into Diſcourſe, and bein 
encouraged by the Cardinal, began at laſt a ſer Speech, | 
It appear'd clearly from his Manner of delivering himſelf, thar he 
had long ſtudied what he had to ſay, and that he had only wiſh'd a 
favourable Opinion of opening his Maſter's Eyes, with reſpect to the 
Condition things are in at Home, and the Proſpect there is of ſucceed- 
ing in our Projects abroad. He began with a very artful Deſcription 
of the Happineſs we enjoy d under Cardinal Pleury's Adminiſtration. 
You know his Manner of ſpeaking, and can eaſily conceive how well 


he ſucceeded on a Topic of which he is ſo much Maſter, and which 


at the ſame Time, he bas ſo much at Heart. 1 ſhall only tell you, 


therefore, that he concluded this Part of his Diſcourſe, with the fol- 
lowing happy, and well turn'd Simile. Our Miniſters, ſaid he, 
be ARK . acted 


(4) 5 

acted before bis Time the Part of the North Wind, and endeavoured 
to ſubdue the Powers of Europe, by a bluſtring kind of Policy, which, 
inſtead of anſwering their End, ſerv'd only to defeat it. Their Neigb- 

; bours ſhrouded themſelves from the Storm, by throwing round them 
1 « the Cloke of an Alliance; and the louder the Storm rattled, they 
4 e wrapped themſelves the cloſer. But Fleury, like the Noon- day Sun, 
A | « ſhone with ſo clear and ſteady a Light, that, by Degrees, his Influ- 

| « ence prevailed over all, and France, under his mild Adminiſtration, at- 


| 


* 


* 


* tain'd that Degree of Eminence, to which ſhe never reach d by the 
« bold Projects of Richlieu, the Subtleties of Mazarine, or the joint 


5 Abilities of Colbert or Louvois. He araſe in the Congreſi of Soĩſſons, 
j « and was at his Meridian Height, when he concluded the laſt Treaty 
N « with the late Emperor; and this Poſterity muſt allow bim, that in 
. « the Fulneſs of bis Splendor, the French Monarchy was at the bigbeſt 
{ | « Pitch of its Glory,” o þ 

| 


He next enter'd into a pathetick Detail of the preſent Situation of 
the Kingdom; and having made a handſome Compliment to the 
Comptroller- General on his great Abilities, he inferr'd from thence, 
that the Difficulties that were now felt, ſprang from the real Weak- 
_ = neſs of the State, which was unable to ſupport the Load that was laid 
| vpon her. He afterwards gently inſinuated, that the Methods, which 
were a few Years ago taken to get rid of Incumbrances, deſtroyed 
| | Credit at preſent ; and then ventur'd to demand, how War was to be 
if ſuſtain'd by a Power that had exhayſted her Strength, and had no 
| * Reaſon to boaſt of her Credit. E | 
| The Attention of all being fixed by ſo long and labour'd an Ha- 
U rangue, he ſer forth the new Syſtem in its full Extent. He ſhew'd, 
l the great Uncertainty there was of ever combining the Northern Pow- 
| ers in the Purſuit of a ſettled Scheme dictated by a Power at ſo great 
a Diſtance, who could aſſiſt them only with her Money. He ſaid, 
the Germanic Body was of ſuch an heterogeneous Form, that it was 
eaſier to deſtroy it by Force, than to conciliate its Friendſhips. He 
laid open the Weakneſs of the Spaniſh Schemes, and ſhew'd how 
1 great a Riſk France ran in proſtituting herſelf to the Ambition of a 
i | Woman, equally faithleſs to her Friends, and inveterate towards her 
Enemies; and whoſe Power, if ſhe could be ſincere, was not great in 
_ itſelf, and depended upon a crazy Life. | 
| In the laſt Place, he gave a bold and warm Sketch of the Force and 
Deſigns of the preſent Enemies of France, which he ſaid were united 
| and ſtrengthen'd by a War, and could be divided and defeated only g 
1 by a well adjuſted Peace. He obſerved, that the War in the North 
1 had ſacrificed Sweden ; that the Invaſion of Germany had created the 
2 Power of the Queen of Hungary, and that the Attempts upon 1taly, 

. had aggrandiz d our Enemies, and deſtroyed our Friends. He con- 
[| cCluded therefore, that his Majeſty ought to publiſh his * 
F ; 0 


„ 3 
of War ſorthwith, and that being once become a Principal, he ſhould 
endeavour to treat of Peace, with all the Powers againſt whom he 
declared War, which, while he acted as an Auxiliary, he had no Right 
to do. R | | 
The Cardinal heard all with the deepeſt Attention, but thinking it 
neceflary to take off the Impreſſion, which this Speech had made, he 
enter'd on his own, with obſerving that Cardinal de Fleury, by-em- 
bracing ſo many, and thoſe ſo contrary Intereſts, had actually made 
thoſe Meaſures neceſſary, which feem'd ſo repugnant to his Plan. 
To prove this, he took Notice of his Engagements with the Northern 
Powers, and becoming a kind of Guardian to the Houſe of Holſtein; 
his treating at one and the ſame Time with, the late Emperor, for the 
Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, and with the preſent for de- 
feating that Settlement; his flattering the Views of the Queen of 
Spain, while he promiſed all things to the King of Sardinia. His 
affecting the moſt ſincere Inclination for the King of Great Britain, 
and his Profeſſions in another Place in Terms equally ſtrong. His 
Adminiſtration, he ſaid, was a Chain of Expedients, which the 
Cardinal hoped would laſt as long as his Life, but very luckily for his 
Succeffors, happen'd to break before it, The War, faid he, was 
properly his; the Misfortune ie, that the Management of it muſt be 
ours. The Eſtate is fallen to us, we muſt be content to take it with 
its Incumbrances. No wonder, that he lived ſplendidly, while the 
Rents were un- anticipated; no Marvel that we are diſtreſſed, who 
never knew what it was to have the State in its full Strength, 
The Difficulties that Francs ſuſtains have been, continued he, ve 
fairly enumerated ; we ſee into what Depths we are plunged, the Bu- 
ſineſs is how to extricate ourſelves, Did ever any Man carry his 
Point, by owning his Inability; or, was a Profeſſion of Bankruptcy 
ever yet look'd upon as a Means of gaining Credit? That Peace is 
a defirable Thing who doubts? That War is the greateſt of Evils, 
who is ignorant? A Child in Politicks can tell all this; where is the 
ſage Miniſter that can deliver us from the Woes of War by any thing 
but a more woeful Peace? —_ "Sree: r 2 Leone 
If Fleury rais'd France to Grandeur, muſt it fall to our Turns to 
abaſe her ? If while he was able to preſerve Peace, he was the firſt 
Power in Europe, muſt we make her the laſt to get rid of 'a War that 
Peace produc'd ? No, let us rather ſtrive ſo to conduct this War, as 
that ic may uſher in a Peace; which may fix that Grandeur in which 
he placed her for a Moment. Let him be thought by Poſterity ſupe- 
rior to all the Miniſters that went before him; but let us not ſacrifice 
our 'own Repurations ; let us not be wanting in our Duty to the 
State; let us not blemiſh that Reign; the Glory of which is our 
greateſt Happineſs, 8 x * 
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cumſtances may: be called Deſpair, but it is a rational Deſpair, be- 
cauſe we cannot be ſafe without it, 5 


Lock round the World a little, and ſee whether there are not ſome 


Gleams of Light, that pierce through chis Darkneſs: Are not the In- 
tereſts of the Houſes of Holſtein, and thoſe of Denmark and Hanover 
incompatible? Is the Queen of Hungary formidable only to us? Are 
all the Powers in Germany reconcil'd to the Houſe of Auſtria? Is not 
that Court equally haughty to her Enemies and her Allies? Do you 
.think that an 1zalian Prince will ever forget, that the Treaty. was 
once thrawn in the Fire, that was .afterwards, ſigned? Thac,,crazy 
Life, which has been mention'd, is as likely to lſaſt as another crazy 
Life. Why ſhould not our Hopes, then ballance our Fears? If we 


a 5 1 attempt 


3 

attempt all Things, we may fail in many Things, but we ſhall fill 

do ſomething = Cn 
All is at Stake, and therefore we ought to give nothing away. It 
vas our dilatory Meaſures that brought upon us Diſtreſs. Since we 
acted vigorouſly it has not increas'd bur leſſen d. We already hear 
of Propoſitions from thoſe who would not hear us, when we offer'd 
them. A Victory ia Italy muſt do much, when even de Court's drawn 
Battle has done not a little. Our Ships might be burnt in our Har- 
bours without acting, and they can be but burnt at Sea if they do act. 
The Difficulties created by the War, bear as hard upon our Enemies 23 
upon us. Let us ſhut up all in a few Words: The Nature of their 
Goverhments muſt nceſſarily divide their Councils ; let us lay hold 
ol our natural Strength, the Union which ought to reign here. g 
While the King's Meaſures are uniform, they muſt, in all Proba- 
biliry be ſucceſsful. The Allies of France fear nothing but a Diviſion 
in our Councils, and being forc'd to depend on the Intereſt of this oz 
that Miniſter, inſtead of placing their Confidence in the Crown. 
There ought to be but one Will here, though many Voices. The 
Council oof a great Prince, ſhould be as free as his Thoughts, and have's 
Power of repreſenting to him every Thing in every Light. But a Re- 
ſolution once taken ought never to be reconſider d; for Timidity in 
a State, like Iaſtability in a Man's Temper; deſtroys Influence at 
broad, and ſubverts Authority at home. I do nor lebe Preaching! 
the it be my Profeſſion; but let me afk;/'what has chang'd, or at 
jeaſt inclined to change, - rhe Sentiments '6f a great Monsreh, Was it 
not the Legs and Arms of à French Miniſtry without h Had? The 
_ Gravity I ſee in ſome Countenances induces ie to think! they have 
a mind to aſk, where this Head is to be found? Þ will” ai{ſwer thut 
Queſtion, becauſe I-think it of the utmoſt Importance, Benearh the 
Crown. If any, either here or elſewhete, ſüſpect me of a Deſign of 
eſtabliſhing an abſolute MinNry they are miſtaken ; What ! labour t5 
promote is Obedience to tbe King's Will. If this ſeems to carty an 
Air of Flattery, I think it my Duty to deſtroy the Compliment. 1 
ſpeak of the King's Will, founded on the Information and Advice of 
his Council, not ſpringing from the Impulſe of private Paſſion, of 
the Whiſpers of ſome Cloſet- Counſellor, who is deſirous of preſcri- 

bing, but afraid, or aſham'd to propeſe his Reaſons. 


I have derain'd you too long; but the Importance of my Subject 


ought to excuſe me. The War is a Meaſure of Neceſſity; ſo it 
- ought to be, Would thoſe who call it ſo have it a Meaſure of Wan- 
tonneſs, or Ambition? God forbid. We are accuſed of breaking 
Treaties; we are-adcpied\.of making inconſiſtent Treaties; the War 
ſprings from neither. We guaranteed the Pragmatic Sanction with 
the ſame Views that other Powers did; but under a Promiſe from 


the late Emperor, that Satisfaction ſhould. be given to the Houſe of 
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ich fince-has been refas'd, and which 


Injuſtice}; and which is much worſe, to he guilty of it towards our 
Allies, that we may ſtop the Mouths of our Edemies? No ſurely; 
this would at once deſtroy the Honour, the Reputation, the Security 
of France. Let us but remember, that theſe are at ſtake, and we 
ſhall not at every turn be crying out for Peace. When theſe can be 
made ſafe, hen our Allies are ſatisſied, or to ſpeak in the Language 


of the Times, 


when, the Tranquility of the Empire, and the Bal lance 


of Europe is teſtor d. Peace will return of cour fe. 
hut ſhould we, conſent to leave the Roman Emperor the Vicat only 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, his Catholic Majeſty a Prey to his Edemies, 
who graſp at the Wealth of his Indies, that they may be in 4 Condi- 
tion to give Law to us; in ſhort, if we ſhould break all our Pro- 
miſes, and abandon all we have undertaken to protect, we might 
poſſibly get out of the War. But ſhould we enjoy Peace ? Is it poſ- 
fible Frenchmen ſhould be eaſy under ſuch Circumſtances; and pa- 


tiently wait the Diſſolution of this Monarchy by the Power; that ſuch 
Meaſures would put into our Enemies Hands? This is t00 abſurd to 


ws be believ'd 3 and therefore all our Thoughts ought to be bent to the 
Prevention of what we ought moſt to fear. Theſe are not my Senti- 


ments, but the Reſult oft 


e Counſels, that the-dagg Migiſter, and 


his Friends, gave for many Vears. To them we owe the Situation 
we are ia ; and to free, vigorous, and effectual Reſolutions we muſt | 


owe our getting out of them. 
the King and Kingdom; a contrary Coutſe 
der temporary Miſeri 
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erpetual. 
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them. This muſt reſtore the Happineſs. of _ 
would only ſerve io ten- 
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"rn Thunder. Ic ſunk deep into the King's Boſom, and he ſent Mau- 


repas to acquaint M. Amelot, that he thank d him for his paſt Ser- 
vices, but would diſpenſe with them for the futute, At the, ſame | 


time he fix d his Seal on that Miniſter s Papers, Which you know is 
the Signal of a Diſgrace in form. Lou ſee, Sir, the Ground upon 


which you are to tread, remember that y 
think of Negoc 
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